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Fair Housing Initiatives Program (FHIP) 
 

Increases compliance with the Fair Housing Act and substantially equivalent state and 

local fair housing laws. 

 

Nature of Program: Provides funding to Qualified Fair Housing Enforcement 

Organizations (QFHOs), Fair Housing Enforcement Organizations (FHOs), public and 

private not-for-profit entities, state or local governments, and Fair Housing Assistance 

program agencies, formulating or carrying out programs to prevent or eliminate 

discriminatory housing practices. Funds enable the recipients to carry out activities 

designed to inform the public about rights and obligations under federal, state, or local 

laws prohibiting housing discrimination, and to enforce those rights. There are four distinct 

categories of funding under FHIP: (1) the Administrative Enforcement Initiative, (2) the 

Education and Outreach Initiative, (3) the Private Enforcement Initiative, and (4) the Fair 

Housing Organization Initiative. 

 

Applicant Eligibility: The Administrative Enforcement Initiative is limited to state and 

local government agencies that administer fair housing laws certified as “substantially 

equivalent” to the Fair Housing Act. The Education and Outreach Initiative is open to state 

or local governments and public or private entities that are formulating or carrying out 

programs to prevent or eliminate discriminatory housing practices. The Private 

Enforcement Initiative is limited to QFHOs and FHOs that are formulating or carrying out 

programs to prevent or eliminate discriminatory housing practices. At least one year of fair 

housing enforcement experience is required under the Private Enforcement Initiative. The 

Fair Housing Organization Initiative (FHOI) is limited to QFHOs and provides funding to 

assist newly created fair housing enforcement organizations and support development of 

established organizations. 

 

Legal Authority: Section 561 of the Housing and Community Development Act of 1987 

(42 U.S.C. 3616a). Regulations are at 24 CFR part 125. 

 

Administering Office: Assistant Secretary for Fair Housing and Equal Opportunity,  

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, Washington, DC 20410. 

 

Information Sources: Administering office; Office of Programs, FHIP Division.  

On the Web: www.hud.gov/offices/fheo/partners/FHIP/fhip.cfm 

 

Current Status: Active. There is no funding, however, for the Administrative 

Enforcement Initiative.  




